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Expansion and Growth of the Federal Government
One aspect of America that has continuously evolved throughout history is federal. During this period of history, many people attribute the growth of the federal government to various leaders like President Franklin D. Roosevelt. Although such leaders might indeed have had a considerable level of impact, it is crucial to note that numerous aspects fueled the growth of the federal government. Some of these events took place in various historical times, with the only permanent mark of the start of the national government growth being the American constitution. Various significant events and movements contributed to the expansion and growth of the federal government. This paper discusses some of these significant events and campaigns that contributed to the expansion and growth of the federal government.
First of all, one of the significant reforms that marked the growth of the federal government was the Civil Service Act of 1883 (Foner, 2017). It is vital to note that, initially, employee recruitment was majorly based on political influence. However, when this Civil Service Act of 1883 came up, employees were now being employed based on competency and a merit system (Foner, 2017). Even though the act only produced results for a small percentage of government workers, it was a significant step in achieving a civil service that is professional (Foner, 2017). Also, it was a significant step since it eliminated the burden of having the political machines holding their offices for a considerable time. These reforms also had a ripple effect of increasing the dependence of politicians on donations since they originally depended on the money got from political appointments.
Additionally, another significant event that marked the growth of the federal government was the formation of the Knights of Labor (Foner, 2017). Knights of Labor was majorly a union of workers through which they could demand their rights and other essentials of employment. These rights included, demand for an eight-hour a day working program, socialism, and anarchism, among others, for all employees (Foner, 2017). As a result of this significant movement, there were further steps that all defined workers concerning their employers. This group of workers went to the extent of claiming that it was not the government that was now oppressing them but a special class that had unjustly dominated over them (Foner, 2017). This step was a significant one in the growth and expansion of the federal government since it marked a period where workers were no longer discriminated against. It was also substantial growth in democracy since it marked a period where people were now able to demand their rights even if it is from their employers.
Furthermore, after the civil war, the power of the federal government was enhanced and was now above states. This fact meant that the governments could have control over certain aspects of the state governments like segregation, citizen rights, and issues of racism. In addition to these responsibilities, the government now expanded during this period to cater for the economic welfare of its people (Foner, 2017). As a result of this fact, various commissions were established to regulate different critical areas that were essential for the economy. These commissions were the likes of the FDA in 1906, the 1914 Federal Trade Commission, among others (Foner, 2017). Also, during this period, the federal income tax came to be hence providing a platform for the federal government to get money.
Finally, various events and movements marked the expansion and growth of the federal government. These events include the formation of the Civil Service Act of 1883, which revolutionized the employment of workers, among others. Others include labor unions formation as well as other federal commissions like the Federal Trade Commission that enhanced revenue collection for the federal government. All these events and movements, together with others, contributed to the shaping of the federal government.
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